
Staff Signals 

From the President  

Calendar of Events  

Sisters,  

As the new president of the Denver Alumnae Chapter, I would like to first thank Martha and her 
board for such outstanding leadership. My current board and I will try to strive to meet their 
high standards. Anne Kleve inspired us at her officer training session to make this the year of 
searching out new members and getting more of our present members involved. Also, it will be 
a year for all chapters, college and alumnae, to work together and form new friendships. Hope-
fully, the picnic on Aug. 15th will be our initial step in that direction. For information about the 
picnic, see the article included. We will also look at our goals for the year and reinvent them to 
align with our membership. And of course, we will continue to have high quality music programs 
at our meetings.  Xi C Province Day has already been planned for January 15, 2011. So, please 
put it on your calendars. Our alumnae chapter will be responsible for the music portion of the 
program. We may include our members and any members from the other Xi C Chapters. Our 
host location will be the University of Denver. We will need a delegate from our chapter. Do I 
hear anyone volunteering? Please contact me. I am looking forward to working with all of you. 
Hope to see you at the picnic.  

 

Roses,  

Mary Nichols 

November  

Sunday, 14, 2:30 PM  

Musicale and Meeting  

Organ Program  

JoAnne Kyle, presenter  

 

Ascension Church  

 

JoAnne Kyhl, hostess  

September  

Tuesday, 21, 7:30 PM  

Musicale, Potluck Dinner 

and Meeting  

Hermit Songs: Influence of 

Ireland on Barber's Music  

Samantha Staggs, soprano  

 

Home of Mary Hanson  

7165 E. Bayaud Ave.  

Denver, CO 80230  

 

Mary Hanson, hostess  

Executive Board, co -

hostesses  

October  

Tuesday, 19, 7:30 PM  

Musicale and Meeting  

September Morn  

Donita Banks  

 

Home of  
Mary Jane Frohardt  

8519 West Vassar Dr.  

Lakewood, CO 80227  

Mary Jane Frohardt,  
Hostess  
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Directions: From Hwy 36, exit at Inter-
locken Loop and turn south toward the 
Flatiron Crossing Mall.   At a light, Turn 
left (south) onto Interlocken Park-
way.   Continue up the hill for 1.5 
miles.   The park will be on the left (north 
side) of Interlocken Blvd.   

http://www.broomfield.org/gmaps/parks/  

You and your family 
are cordially invited 
to a summer musi-
cale and picnic on 
Sunday, August 15, 
2010 from 3:00 -
6:00 pm at East 

Interlocken Park in Broomfield.   

Anyone is welcome to share their talents 
and perform!   Please bring your own 
picnic!  

Come and meet new sisters from all over 
Colorado -  Greeley to Colorado Springs.  

RSVP by August 10 to 
SAIxicpo@msn.com  

Xi C Province Summer Roses Picnic, August 15  

From Anne Kleve, Xi C Province Officer 

Our May meeting at Rockley Music Cen-

ter featured the culminating events of 

our 70th Anniversary Celebration.  

The SAI Singers, directed and accompa-

nied by Donita Banks, sang 6 songs 

from the group's performances over the 

years, starting in 1976: "Echoes from 

Our Past." Members of the Singers for 

this performance were Donna Bogard, 

Betty Fass, Ardice Garrels, JoAnne Kyhl, 

Martha Lobmeyer, Dee Netzel, Glenda 

Powell, Linda Rolf, Jeannine Shafer -

Flint, and Rita Jo Tensly. Donita in-

cluded a history of the Singers in the 

Program Notes (see separate article) 

and also put together a scrapbook of 

programs and photos from their per-

formances from 1976 through 2003.  

nita Dungan; Ritual Officer, Mary Jane 

Frohardt; and Editor, Kristin Rousom.  

The second part of the program, "A 

Glimpse into Our Future", featured two 

of our Sigma Upsilon Chapter Scholar-

ship winners, Sarah Cambidge, so-

prano, first place, and Ellen Leslie, so-

prano, second place. Karen Kappler, 

Scholarship Committee Chair, presented 

their checks, a lovely certificate and a 

red rose to each young woman.  

Following the program and refresh-

ments, Leah Peer was initiated as a 

Friend of the Arts and Linda Rolf was 

awarded the Sword of Honor. New offi-

cers for 2010 -2011 were installed: 

President, Mary Nichols; Vice President, 

Martha Ann Lobmeyer; Recording Sec-

retary, Janet Williams; Treasurer, Bo-

May Meeting: Echoes from Our Past ï A Glimpse into Our Future  

By Donita Banks 

SAI Singers 2010 ðBack (L to R): Donita Banks 

(director), Glenda Powell, JoAnne Kyhl, Jeannine 

Shafer -Flint, Linda Rolf, Donna Bogard. Front: 

Martha Lobmeyer, Ardice Garrels, Rita Jo Tensly, 

Dee Netzel, Betty Fass.  

Chapter Chatter  

MARTHA LOBMEYER attended the wedding 

of her granddaughter Renée Arnold to 

Cruz Fierro on June 6 in Tacoma. WA.  

While there, she got to meet her five 

great grandchildren for the first time.  

Lots of fun!  

Later in June, she and Hank visited 

relatives in Mt. Charleston and Las Ve-

gas, Nevada after which they visited 

Bryce Canyon and Arches National 

Parks in Utah.  She has also played sev-

eral concerts with the DCB, including 

one at the Tabor Opera House in Lead-

ville, and one at the Orpheum Theater 

in Buena Vista.  

CATHERINE  RANDS , Suzuki harp and piano 

teacher, completed the requirements 

for Teacher Training for Suzuki Piano 

summer  has 
been helping two 
very talented 
sopranos. In 
June Angela Am-
idei prepared five arias for a Classical 
Singers convention audition at the Mar-
riot Marquis in New York City. She won 
first place over 80 competitors. Saman-
tha Staggs (initiated into Sigma Upsilon 
in May of 2009) has been preparing mu-
sic for her leading role in ñSur Angelicaò 
to be performed in Steamboat Springs in 
August. Summer provides an opportunity 
to substitute on the organ..this summer 
at First Baptist and the Christian Science 
church in Englewood. The feet become 
pretty ñrustyò unless used occasionally. 
Dee continues to find inspiration, chal-
lenge and peace through music.  

Book 3 this summer in Beaver Creek. 

She is actively looking for students 3 

1/2 to 5 years old. Her studio is the 

Capitol Hill Suzuki Studio in Denver @ 

8th & Clarkson Street.  

DEE NETZELôs involvement with the mem-
bers of Sigma Upsilon include playing 
piano music for the May 8 Initiation cere-
mony; Scholarship auditions on May 10; 
accompanying the top two winners at the 
May 18 alumnae meeting and two end -of
-quarter jurieséone soprano, one French 
horn. Dee also played for several public 
recitals: Two outstanding clarinet stu-
dents of Mary Nichols on May 19; Andrea 
Wiseman, flautist, at the May 18 Colo-
rado Chamber Society; and a voice studio 
recital at Calliope for students of Linda 
Combellick. A very special part of the 
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John Kuzma, the extraordinary musician 

we recognized at the April 25 meeting, 

was initiated by our 

chapter as a National 

Arts Associate in June, 

1989. In 1990 he per-

formed a Scholarship 

Benefit Concert for us 

on the organ at Mont-

view Boulevard Pres-

by ter ian  Church , 

where he has been 

Minister of Music since 

1987. His concert in-

cluded compositions by 

Max Reger, J.S. Bach 

and Maurice Durufle 

and the first Colorado performance of 

his own St. Joseph Suite. The latter, 

written for a Bendictine parish, con-

Music Composition Fellowship winner.  

John holds degrees from the Eastman 

School of Music and the University of 

Illinois. As a Fulbright Scholar, he stud-

ied Baroque music in Copenhagen, Den-

mark. He was founding director of the 

Crystal Cathedral Boychoir, Garden 

Grove, California, the San Diego Cham-

ber Orchestra and Music Director of the 

American Boychoir.  John's composi-

tions, which include songs, choral, or-

chestral and keyboard works, have 

been performed by the Colorado Sym-

phony Orchestra, the Chicago Sym-

phony Orchestra, the American Boy-

choir, the New York City Gay Men's 

Chorus, the Denver Brass, the Denver 

Gay Men's Chorus, the Ars Nova Singers 

and the Colorado Children's Chorale.  

sisted of four movements, Prime, Sext, 

Vespers and Compline, which trace a 

day in a monk's life 

through some of the 

Divine Office chants.  

In 1988 John founded 

the Montiview Conser-

vatory of Music and 

several years later or-

ganized a series of an-

nual Summer Choral 

Reading Sessions which 

are open to all singers 

in the Denver area. He 

has been Music Direc-

tor of the Mostly 

Strauss Orchestra and adjunct faculty 

member at the Iliff School of Theology. 

John was a 1999 Colorado Arts Council 

John Kuzma: Extraordinary Musician  

By Donita Banks 

Dorothy Nelson (left) and Mary Hanson 

(right) presented Friend of the Arts John 

Kuzma with a token of appreciation for 

his membership and support of Sigma 

Alpha Iota and the Denver Alumnae 

Chapter.  

from his initiation ceremony in June 

1989. Thank you, John, for your ongo-

ing support of Denver Alumnae Chapter 

and Sigma Alpha Iota!  

On Sunday, April 25, Denver Alumnae 

Chapter gathered at Montview Presbyte-

rian Church for the monthly business 

meeting and musical performance. The 

meeting was highlighted by the affilia-

tion of three new members: Judy Wylie, 

Caroline Paetsch, and Lacey Marshall 

(see May 2010 issue of Staff Signals for 

their biographies). Election of board 

members also took place at the meet-

ing, and the newly elected officers were 

installed at the May meeting (see arti-

cle, pg. 2).  

Following the meeting, members en-

joyed the final concert of the season of 

the Montview Choirs, directed by Na-

tional Arts Associate John Kuzma. 

Pieces performed included the antipho-

nal ñEcclesiisò from Symphoniae Sacrae 

by Giovanni Gabrieli, Tres Cantus 

Laudendi by Mack Wilberg, and To Saint 

Cecilia by Norman Dello Joio. One of the 

two childrenôs choirs also performed 

Fouranthems for Young Choirs by Ron 

Nelson.  

Before the final piece of the evening 

was performed, Denver Alumnae mem-

bers Dorothy Nelson, Mary Hanson, and 

Marcia Whitcomb presented Mr. Kuzma 

with a token of our appreciation for his 

long association with and support of 

SAI. The chapter presented him with a 

gift card to The Tattered Cover Book-

store in Denver, a rose, and a picture 

April Meeting: Marvelous Music at Montview  

The Montview Presbyterian Choir per-

formed their public season finale with 

members of Denver Alumnae Chapter 

singing and in attendance.  

This article was mistakenly omitted from 

the May 2010 Issue of Staff Signals. 
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Phyllis Rudduck, a 65 -year membership 

certificate, Kristin Rousom, the Sword of 

Honor, Donita Banks, the Wreath of 

Dedication, and Martha Lobmeyer, the 

Wreath of Dedication.  

The Founder's Day ceremony was held 

and President Mary Nichols presented a 

gift certificate to Kristin Rousom for her 

and Ianôs new baby, Nathan Frederick, 

born Sunday, May 23. Everyone en-

joyed a potluck luncheon after the 

meeting.  

The June 15 meeting, held at the home 

of Glenda and Charles Powell, featured 

a program of talented instrumental per-

formers: a viola solo by third place 

scholarship winner, Elizabeth Johnson, 

two flute solos by Friend of the Arts 

member, Andrea Wiseman, and two 

clarinet solos by Friend of the Arts 

member, Charles Powell. The program 

concluded with a sing -along of World 

War II songs led by Glenda and Charles 

Powell.  

The program was followed by an array 

of recognition certificates and awards to 

the following members: Ardice Garrels, 

a 60 - year membership certificate, 

June Meeting ðSAIôs Got Talent! 
By Donita Banks 

Performers from the April Meeting (L 

to  R): Charles and Glenda Powell, 

Andrea Wiseman, Dee Netzel. Back: 

Elizabeth Johnson.  

Itôs a Boy! 

h e a r t f e l t 

thanks to 

the chap-

ter for the 

gift card 

r e c e i v e d 

that June 

b u s i n e s s 

meeting.  

On May 23, 2010, Nathan Frederick 

Rousom was born to Kristin and Ian 

Rousom at Exempla Good Samaritan 

Hospital in Lafayette, Colorado. Nathan 

weighed 6 pounds, 15.5 ounces, and 

was 19 inches tall. After more than 24 

hours of labor, mom, dad and doctors 

decided that a repeat Cesarean section 

was warranted and at 11:32 AM Nathan 

was born into a very cold operating 

room.  

Kristin and Nathan have been doing 

very well over the past two months and 

big sister, Anna, has been taking the 

difficult transition rather well, becoming 

a ñlittle mamaò to her baby brother. 

Nathan is mommyôs little ñchampò and 

has gained more than two pounds since 

birth, weighing 9 pounds, 5.5 ounces at 

his two month checkup.  

Kristin and Ian would like to offer their 

Kristin and Nathan Rousom with 

Denver Alumnae President Mary 

Nichols at the June Business 

meeting.  

wonderful and the production the best 

to be found, but the audience started 

laughing at the very beginning of it, and 

kept up an almost continuous laughter 

until the final curtain had fallen. (Iôm 

quite sure that Gluck would have been 

absolutely mortified at such blatant 

jocularity.)  The good times didnôt stop 

with the final curtain. Following the pro-

duction, part of the group went together 

for supper and was joined by John 

Moriarty. If there ever was an opera 

that could have been written by Jerry 

Seinfeld or the folks at ñSaturday Night 

Liveò, it is this one. 

Heretofore, most operas have seemed 

to be tragic and serious love stories of 

broken hearts, broken promises and 

unrequited love; of vengeful curses 

called down from 

heaven; of death by 

suicide, murder, stab-

bing, consumption, 

beheading and burying 

alive in pyramids; and 

once in a great while 

youôll be fortunate 

enough to witness a 

rape on stage, right 

before your very eyes. 

The plot lines can be 

quite absurd and impossible, but after 

all, itôs an opera, isnôt it? Rarely does an 

operagoer encounter an opera anything 

like Offenbachôs ñOrpheus in the Under-

worldò, which was our 

chapterôs Central City 

Opera choice for this 

summer. Thirty one 

were in our group this 

time, (not all of them 

SAIs) and for all I 

know, they may still 

be laughing. Not only 

were the singers in 

top voice , the cos-

tumes and music 

Saturday Night Live  Goes to the Opera!  
By Dorothy Nelson, Opera Chairman 

Dee Netzel, Martha Lobmeyer, Rita Jo 

Tensly, Debbie Kruckman and Phyllis Tay-

lor enjoy the sunshine during the chapterôs 

annual excursion to the Central City Opera.  


